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Nature-based Solutions Definition:

“Actions to protect, manage and restore natural
or modified ecosystems, which address societal
challenges, effectively and adaptively, providing
human well-being and biodiversity benefits“.

• Main societal challenges: climate change, natural
disasters, social and economic development,
human health, food security, water security,
ecosystem degradation and biodiversity loss.

IUCN Resolution 069 – Defining Nature-based Solutions

• The CBD Ecosystem Approach is the foundation of
NbS.



8 principles for Nature-based Solutions

Nature-based Solutions:

1. Embrace nature conservation

2. Can be implemented with other solutions to societal challenges

3. Are determined by site-specific natural and cultural contexts

4. Produce societal benefits in a fair and equitable way

5. Maintain biological and cultural diversity

6. Are applied at a landscape scale

7. Recognise and address the trade-offs between immediate
economic benefits for development, and future production of
ecosystems services

8. Are an integral part of the overall design

IUCN Resolution 069 – Principles for NbS



NbS as umbrella for different types concepts

1. Ecosystem protection approaches

2. Issue-specific ecosystem-related approaches

3. Infrastructure-related approaches

4. Ecosystem-based management approaches

5. Ecosystem restoration approaches

Cohen-Shacham et al., 2016



Links between NbS principles and principles in 5 frameworks



Links between NbS principles and principles in 5 frameworks

Cohen-Shacham et al., 2019

Specific terms missing / not sufficiently 
emphasized in the NbS principles:

• Adaptive management & governance 

• Effectiveness

• Uncertainty 

• Multi-stakeholder participation

• Temporal scale & Long-term stability



8 Principles:
1. Embrace nature conservation

2. Can be implemented with other solutions 
to societal challenges

3. Are determined by site-specific natural and 
cultural context

4. Produce societal benefits in a fair and 
equitable way

5. Maintain biological and cultural diversity

6. Are applied at a landscape scale

7. Recognise and address the trade-offs 
between immediate economic benefits for 
development, and future production of 
ecosystems services

8. Are an integral part of the overall design

Definitional / Conceptual framework Operational framework

Missing terms:

• Adaptive 
management & 
governance

• Effectiveness

• Uncertainty

• Multi-stakeholder 
participation

• Temporal scale & 
Long-term stability

8 Criteria (and 28 indicators):

1. Societal challenges

2. Design at scale

3. Biodiversity net-gain

4. Economic feasibility

5. Inclusive governance

6. Balance tradeoffs

7. Adaptive management

8. Mainstreaming and 
Sustainability

From NbS Principles to Criteria
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NbS Global Standard - Use and target audience

Purpose:

• Set a common basis of understanding for NbS

• Provide a robust framework, to design, implement,

assess, adapt and improve NbS

Audience: project managers, landscape planners,
development practitioners, conservationists, policy makers,
finance sector representatives (donors and investors),
governments and planners.

8 Criteria, 28 Indicators



8 Criteria & 28 indicators:

Criterion 1: NbS effectively address societal challenges

Criterion 2: Design of NbS is informed by scale

Criterion 3: NbS result in a net gain to biodiversity and ecosystem integrity

Criterion 4: NbS are economically viable

Criterion 5: NbS are based on inclusive, transparent and empowering governance processes

Criterion 6: NbS equitably balance trade-offs between achievement of their primary goal(s) and
the continued provision of multiple benefits

Criterion 7: NbS are managed adaptively, based on evidence

Criterion 8: NbS are sustainable and mainstreamed within an appropriate jurisdictional context

Global Standard for NbS 



Part I: NbS Standard
Each criterion with 
brief guidance, 
indicators, case-study 
and informative 
graphic

Part II: Guidance
Detailed descriptions 
of rationale and 
requirements behind 
each criterion and 
indicator

Part III:
Self-Assessment
Excel sheet with each 
criterion and indicator, 
4 assessment levels 
and guiding questions 
for assessment

Global Standard for NbS – 3 products

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2020-020-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2020-021-En.pdf
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